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MAKING FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE

POLICY PERMANENT

HON. JIM KOLBE
OF ARIZONA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 22, 1998

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, for years, in
scores of town hall meetings I have conducted
throughout my district, an overwhelming ma-
jority of my constituents have told me consist-
ently that balancing the federal budget and
making our tax system fairer rank among their
top priorities.

That’s why I am so pleased that this year,
for the first time in a generation, we will
achieve a balanced budget. Indeed, the Con-
gressional Budget Office, is now actually pro-
jecting a surplus by year-end. This is great
news. But what’s to guarantee that Congress,
in future years, will continue to maintain fiscal
discipline and live within its means? What’s to
prevent Congress from returning to the ruin-
ous tax-and-spend policies of the past?

Today, the House will vote on the Tax Limi-
tation Amendment. I am proud to be a co-
sponsor of this important, bipartisan resolution,
which would make it unconstitutional for Con-
gress to raise taxes without first achieving a
two-thirds supermajority vote in both Houses.

According to a poll conducted just last
month, a supermajority of the American tax-
payers supports a supermajority requirement
for Congress to raise taxes. And just last
week, when I spoke to the Tucson Metropoli-
tan Chamber of Commerce, my assertion that
Congress should vote to impose this restric-
tion on itself drew loud applause.

Legislatures in fourteen states, including my
home state of Arizona, have already instituted
this fiscally responsible provision. And the evi-
dence is clear that tax limitation amendments
work. Studies have shown that states with this
supermajority provision have not only reduced
the growth of taxes and spending, but also in-
creased economic growth and employment,
compared to states that have no tax limitation
provision.

The Tax Limitation Amendment would en-
shrine the principle of tax limitation, and the
supermajority requirement, in permanent law,
while providing the right mix of discipline and
flexibility for Congress. It would make it much
more difficult for Congress to increase discre-
tionary spending without undermining its au-
thority to deal with legitimate economic and
military emergencies.

The House of Representatives already is on
record for tax limitation. House rules now re-
quire a supermajority vote is increase income
taxes. But this only applies to the House,
and—because it is only a rule, not a law—it is
only for this Congress. There is no guarantee
that future Congresses will adopt similar rules.
To make tax limitation permanent, we must
pass this amendment.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CARIB-
BEAN AMERICAN CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY’S
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Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the Caribbean American Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, Inc. (CACCI) and the
honorees of the 13th Annual Entrepreneur of
the Year Awards Gala. The special event will
be held in Brooklyn, New York on April 23rd,
1998. Mr. Roy Hastick, Sr., President and
CEO of the Caribbean American Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, Inc.; Mr. John
Imperiale, Dinner Chairman; Mr. Richard Jack-
son, Chairman of the Board for the Chamber;
and other organizers of the event have tire-
lessly dedicated themselves to developing an
event that will celebrate the accomplishments
of a few outstanding entrepreneurs in New
York City.

The CACCI is a statewide, not-for-profit or-
ganization incorporated in the State of New
York in 1985 to promote economic develop-
ment among Caribbean-American/African-
American and other minority entrepreneurs.
During the many years of dedicated service to
the business community, the Chamber of
Commerce, Inc. has aggressively and com-
passionately pursued opportunities to ensure
the survival of Caribbean/African American
and other minority entrepreneurs. The Cham-
ber’s contributions to the economic develop-
ment have increased their level of influence in
today’s competitive business climate.

Over the past several years, the Caribbean
American Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try, Inc. has received numerous awards for its
strong advocacy role. In 1998, the Chamber of
Commerce was awarded the National, New
York State, and New York City Small Business
Advocate of the Year awards. More recently,
the Chamber received the Martin Luther King
Jr. Humanitarian Award, the Ronald H. Brown
Business Service Award, the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration Award for Distinguished
Service, and the New York State Federation of
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce ‘‘Chamber of
the Year Award.’’

I salute the fifteen honorees who have
made significant achievements in their respec-
tive professions and who deserve recognition
for their devotion to our Caribbean-American/
African American community. The individuals
that will be honored at the special event in-
clude the following: Denzel Bacchus, Presi-
dent of Exotic Caribbean Products; Clifford P.
Charles & Kenneth A. Charles of Charles and
Charles Certified Public Accountants; Grace
Claxton-Johnson, President of Johnson Home
Care Services, Inc.; Julia Lystra Collis, Owner,
President and CEO of Aristocrat Manor; Ricot
Duputy, President of Radio Solliel D’Haiti;
Rosner Jean George, President of Irvington
Manor Catering Hall; Dick Gidron, CEO/
Founder of Dick Gidron Ford; Herman Hall,
Publisher of Everybody’s Magazine; Lowell
Hawthorne, President of Golden Krust Bak-
eries, Inc.; Daniel Passrello, General Manager
of Kings Plaza Shopping Mall; Balfour Peart,
Manager of Worldwide Sales; Ellis Watson,
President of ETS Air Shuttle; Zamal Sanker,

CEO of Caribbean Daylight; and Josephine
Infanti, Executive Director of Hunts Point Local
Development Corporation.

The honorees of this year’s awards dinner
represent national and international models for
the promotion of economic opportunity and
leadership in the business community. They
have displayed a level of determination and
commitment to economic development that
must serve as a source of inspiration in other
cities. These community leaders represent an
unwavering commitment to job creation by
recognizing the positive impact that equal op-
portunity in employment has on the quality of
life for many residents of the city and the
State of New York. It is these unique and spe-
cial qualities as individuals and business pro-
fessionals that warrant their recognition. I am
proud to be involved with such an accom-
plished group of individuals. I am certain that
my colleagues will join me in honoring these
remarkable individuals.

I commend the Caribbean American Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry, Inc. mission to
ensure diversity in the American business sec-
tor. I further commend the Chamber for their
impressive showcase of professional excel-
lence. Mr. Hastick, Mr. Imperiale, and Mr.
Jackson have committed their lives to devel-
oping closer political and economic ties be-
tween persons in New York and in other na-
tions. I look forward to broadening and deep-
ening my friendship with the Caribbean Amer-
ican Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Inc.
in the years ahead for the benefit of the peo-
ple of Brooklyn and New York.
f
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Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Police Chief Gary E. Johansen on
his retirement from the Palos Verdes Estates,
California, Police Department after ten years
of dedicated service.

Gary joined the Pleasanton, California, Po-
lice Department in 1977 after a career as a
high school instructor. His experience as a
teacher greatly enhanced his law enforcement
career and the communities he served. He
was active in teaching in the fields of traffic
accident investigation and drug enforcement.
He was a patrolman, motor officer, sergeant in
patrol and training, lieutenant in patrol and ad-
ministration and captain in managing the in-
vestigation’s division.

In 1988, Gary was appointed Chief of Police
in the City of Palos Verdes Estates. During his
tenure he guided the Department through dif-
ficult financial times while improving both train-
ing and equipment. He established the DARE
Anti-drug program in local schools, oversaw
installation of Computer Aided Dispatch, re-
duced response time on police calls, in-
creased the number of Neighborhood Watch
Groups, and worked on community outreach
to resolve local conflicts in schools or among
residents.

Chief Johnson has continued to teach in
both school and police environments. He
holds a Bachelor and Masters Degree from
California State University in Fresno, is a
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